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Preface for English Translation

I am not a Chinese person. I have not even been yet to China. Why
would I fall to this fantasy to write a book of poems in traditional
Chinese? Why would I take Chinese name Kai Li Ge? Is this some sort
of coward conformism, homage to the upcoming Chinese era, panacea
for xenophobia?

Please listen to this Chinese fable, that I wrote by myself, hopefully it
will explain my reasons.

Once upon a time there was a little Chinese boy who was afraid of
dragons. In China dragons are everywhere: in homes, on streets, and
even in the skies where the clouds some times take the shapes of
dragons. A dragon in China is considered a good symbol. However,
this boy was afraid of dragons anyway.

An old teacher took him to the bank of the river and asked him to draw
a dragon with the stick in the sand near the water edge. The boy had
drawn but the water almost immediately destroyed his drawing. Then
the teacher asked the boy to draw the dragon again, but the water
deleted the image exactly like the first time. This story repeated itself
many times, until the boy asked the permission to draw the dragon on
paper, because he was frustrated with the pointlessness of his efforts.
Once the image of the dragon showed up on paper — the boy wasn’t
afraid of dragons anymore, because his dragon seized to be a monster
for him, and became the sweet fruit of his hard work.

So, did I get used to my dragons, the hieroglyphs, and they became
good friends of mine. I hope they will bring you to the calm joy of
reflection on the wisdom of life, put on paper in a language that has
outlived the millennia. Only by making dragons our good
acquaintances we can try to become an indivisible part of the future
world and it’s illusive reality filled with ancient and ever-young
Chinese culture.
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Reality is an illusion.
The whole world is an illusion.
You have a freedom of choice.

Good illusion — is a good choice.
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Unhappy people have a way of influencing the
lives of others. People have a responsibility to
be happy because their actions can indirectly
affect the lives of those around them!
People seem to be happy only when they make
their own way.

Thus people have an obligation to find their own
way!

But with respect to others.
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Results are not important
in human life.

Only the journey itself is important.
Because the final result of life is death.
Therefore, don’t worry about the results,

This would be the best result!
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Do not wait for the opportunity.
In life you have to create your own
opportunities.
But do we really need such opportunities?

Few things in life are worth doing!
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v
Y ou should not become
a slave to one idea.

Single ideas have strong gravity, we tend to get
pulled into them, blind to the possibilities around
us.

You should have lots of ideas,
but not too many.

Many stars are beautiful,
but all their light is not enough

to 1lluminate the world.
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VI

Do not try to be perfect.

Life itself 1s full of imperfections.

Do not try to be perfect,
only then will you have a chance

to succeed.
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VII
The world is a big puzzle,
Everyone is a tiny piece,
When every piece has found
it’s place,
We will not only understand
Ourselves,

but what the world truly is!
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VIII

Life is too short.
Try not to do stupid things,

they only make it shorter.
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IX

Life is like a cheap woman!
You only need to pay for her to make yourself
happy!
You may even fall
in love with her.
But never forget

who she is!
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X

Before you worry about what will happen after
death,
you should focus on the events

in your life that have yet to unfold.
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X1

Just as you would train your body, you must also
exercise to develop your ability for love and

kindness. The first step is patience!
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XII
Relationships between two people are like the
construction
of a tunnel.

It will be completed sooner if you start from both
ends.
But it could also be built if you started from one

end.
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XIII

Anger is like the forest fire,
The soul is burning down
like a forest!
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X1V

What is the reason of life,

if you do not have a real life?

33



AT TE 2,
EF g EAEEE]

34



XV

[t is not important how you die,

what is important is how you lived.
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XVI

Passion is the universal energy.
Don’t allow your passion to enslave you.
Y ou should make other people’s passion serve
your illusions.
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XVII

Kindness is smart.

Evil is silly.
Be smart -
Be kind.
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XVIII

Always know why you do the things you do.
Don’t fight other people’s weakness.
Make it work for you.

Don’t fight your own weakness. Make it work
for you too.
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XIX

Always find some light
in the darkness,
Even if there is no light.

Always find some profits
in your losses,
Even if you lost everything.

You will always find trouble
if you think you are wise,
and you will always be wiser,

the more trouble you have found.
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XX
Don’t worry about poverty.
If you worry —

you are already poor.

Don’t worry about becoming a prisoner.

If you worry —
you are already a prisoner.
Don’t worry about death.
If you worry —

you are already dead.
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